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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Felice Anno Nuovo,

We, at Il Circolo, wish to express thanks to each 
and every member, director, officer and donor of 
resources or talent for their dedication throughout 
the year, 2019.  It is a continuous honor to serve 
with all of you and to welcome with enthusiasm 
2020 as a year of plenty!

Our March 8, 2020 anniversary gala, which falls on 
International Women’s Day, will be crowned with 
the honoring of our long-time board member and 
stalwart Sally Valenti and talented musician, 
teacher and book author, Barbara Salani.  
Contribute a message to our honorees or 
advertise in the gala program to show your 
appreciation.  Get your reservations and tickets for 
this sure-to-sell-out Breakers’ Circle Room event.  

We look forward to a wonderful year of other 
events programmed by our volunteer chairs and 
committees on which we invite you to serve. Il 
Circolo is always seeking your input and help on 
gala committees and year-long events.

You will notice our website administrator, Robert 
De Angelis, has made some exciting changes to 
make it easier to access, reserve and donate to Il 
Circolo.  We hope you will keep Il Circolo on your 
priority list for donations, without which we could 
not accomplish the mission of promoting and 
preserving the Italian heritage through programs, 
Italian studies support and scholarships.

Avanti 2020, a year of abbondanza!

– Paul Finizio

Paul Finizio, President

The Italian Cultural Society
Ilcircoloflorida.com

La Circolettera La Voce del Circolo
Enzo Forte, Founding Editor
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Joan Nova, Associate Editor and  
Event Photographer

Officers 2017-2019
Paul Finizio, President

Sally Valenti, Executive Vice President 
Chris Salamone, Vice President

Matt Rocco, Secretary 
Robert DeAngelis, Administrator

Directors 2017-2019

Il Circolo, the Publishing Committee and the 
La Circolettera editorial staff disclaim any and 
all responsibility and liability with respect to 
any claim arising out of use of any material 
provided herein.

Articles, letters, views and any other item 
published by La Circolettera represent solely 
the opinions of their writers and do not in any 
way reflect the opinions or positions of  
Il Circolo Inc.

Il Circolo is an independent, not-for-profit, 
non-sectarian organization, legally incorporated 
in the State of Florida. Contributions are tax-
deductible to the extent provided by law.

Il Circolo, the Italian Cultural Society of Florida, is a 501(c)(3)  
nonprofit and was created in 1976 with the mission to 
preserve and promote Italian Culture in South Florida 
through educational outreach and special events. To fulfill 
this mission, the organization each year produces a robust 
schedule of special events that focus on Italian art, music, 
culture and Italian food and wine.  In addition, Il Circolo gives 
support to college students to study in Italy and provides 
funding to local school organizations that promote Italian 
culture, including Florida Atlantic University, Palm Beach 
Opera, Palm Beach Atlantic University, St. Paul Academy  
and St. Andrew’s School.
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Il Circolo welcomes and introduces two new board 
members, Denise and Vincent Cestone,  who 
come to us from New Jersey and via their Italian 
immigrant families from Avelino, Gragnano and 
Bari. Like many Italian families from that era, their 
ancestors worked hard and made their mark in 
this country by building successful businesses and 
creating “the American Dream” for their families.

Denise’s paternal family were bakers who 
delivered bread to their customers via horse 
and wagon. Her maternal grandparents were 
shoemakers and dressmakers successfully 
supplying wardrobe to Lincoln Center for the 
Arts. Her mom, Grace, was a foreign language 
teacher and her dad, Matthew, an electrical 
engineer for many high-profile projects including 
The World Trade Center until its demise.

Vinnie’s family built a successful construction 
business majoring in infrastructure pipelines in 
the NJ and NY areas. They also created two 
charitable foundations providing scholarships 
for students studying engineering and the other 
for the prevention of animal cruelty. Vincent has 
been solely managing multiple family properties 
and preserving the Cestone legacy since 2014.

Denise and Vinnie met through Denise’s close 
college friend, Michele, who just happened to 
be Vinnie’s first cousin. They have one daughter, 
Lauren, who is 21. Apart from their individual 
business and corporate endeavors, Denise created 
Increase Your Credit Score in 2006 because many 
of her friends were asking her to help them improve 
their credit, reduce their debt while increasing cash 
flow. In 2011, Vinnie joined her in management of 
that business which has since morphed to a robust 
clientele of professionals in sports, entertainment, 
and business.

Having always enjoyed the Florida lifestyle, sun 
and people, the Cestones decided to move here 
in February 2018. The arts and charities are an 
important part of their backgrounds and current 
life. It is because of their familial backgrounds 
that they sought out an Italian organization to be 
involved with when they moved here. They found  
Il Circolo via the internet and immediately  
connected with its mission “to preserve and 
promote the Italian culture through education, art 
and music”. They joined the organization in April 
2018 and became board members a short year after.

Member Spotlight

DENISE & VINCENT CESTONE

The couple also supports The Italian Welfare League, Columbus Citizens 
Foundation, St. Jude’s, Boys & Girls Clubs of America, The Girl Scouts, 
Theater Development Fund, and Broadway Cares.
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EVENTS

Il Circolo participated and supported a celebration of Italian language in 
the world with L’Italiano Sul Palcoscenico at FAU. At this very well-
attended gala event, 360 students from Kindergarten to College level 
performed in Italian under the direction and guidance of renowned artists 
and Il Circolo family members, Barbara Salani, Sergio Salani and Carlos De 
Antonis. Bravo!

Il Circolo was invited by South Florida PBS to participate in a unique 
experience on December 2, 2019 when the popular Italian singing group, 
Il Volo, was live in the studio. Six Il Circolo members volunteered to man 
the phones during this fundraising event promoting public television. They 
had a delightful experience with Il Volo who thanked Il Circolo for its 
dedication to preserving and promoting the Italian culture.

The first event of the season celebrating Italian 
Heritage Month at Porto Bella’s in Boynton Beach 
was a spirited gathering. Thanks to Victor Scarpulo, 
the owner/chef of Porto Bella, and to Rose and 
Robert De Angelis for their organization of this great 
beginning of Il Circolo’s season.
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EVENTS

Il Aperitivo networking events for professionals continue and the first was 
held at Jupiter Resort & Spa. Stay tuned for announcements of future events.

A favorite event on the calendar is the annual “Welcome Back” which is 
always a warm and fun afternoon with lots of camaraderie as guests 
mingle and greet each other, enjoy a great lunch, and then shake it off 
with dancing. Also notable at this event is the opportunity to meet FAU 
students whose summer study program in Venice was supported by Il 
Circolo. They sang, danced and joined in the fun, expressing gratitude for 
a never-to-be-forgotten experience.  

Congratulations and thanks to Gloria Ciongoli for chairing this event, to 
Gino De Marco for always providing a good time with music, to Benvenuto 
for a great meal, and to Colavita and Flora Foods for their gifts which 
decorated the tables and gave members a takeaway gift.

Note:  
See our Calendar of upcoming 2020 Events  
in this newsletter.
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NATALE IN FAMIGLIA

Scenes from Il Circolo’s annual Christmas 
celebration, “Natale in Famiglia,” at Boca West 
Country Club with an exquisitely decorated 
holiday room, abundant stations of antipasto, 
pizzas, main courses, and an unbelievable 
dessert selection. With music by Gino De Marco 
and an elegantly-dressed crowd, the dance floor 
was full and the party was on! 

Unique to this party, Paul pointed out how  
Il Circolo spans the ages from the young children 
present to Joe Civitano, a 98 year-old guest he 
met the day before when he was honored by the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. In typical Finizio-fashion, 
Paul said to Joe “You’re Italian. You have to 
come to our Christmas luncheon tomorrow. Be 
my guest and bring your wife of 70 years and 
your daughter with her husband.” Not only did 
they come, but they were on the dance floor and 
singing with the rest of the crowd.

It was a blast!
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NATALE IN FAMIGLIA
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NOTABLE ITALIANS

Dr. Ilaria Serra was honored by the Italo American Cultural 
Society on October 27 in Pompano Beach. President Tony 
Phillips handed her the award “for her dedication to Italian 
Studies.” The professor has had a summer study program in 
Venice for the last 12 years and has contributed to the growth 
of the Italian program at Florida Atlantic University. Upon 
receiving the award, Ilaria said: “I am only an instrument of 
your generosity for the good of our students.” 

Peggy Citarella 

Despite the fact that it was the  
early 1940s and welding wasn’t 
considered “women’s work,” Peggy, 
who was born in 1921, began 
pursuing a career in welding that 
would eventually take her to the 
Charlestown Navy Yard where she 
would become the first female 
welder in the Yard during World War 
II – constructing hundreds of projects 
and working some of the toughest 
jobs available alongside men who, at 
first, did not trust her skills – but 
soon came to realize she was the 
best welder in the Yard. But, don’t 
call Peggy  “Rosie the Riveter”; she 
prefers “Winnie the Welder”.

Paul Finizio, Chris Salamone and Antonella Brancaccio, three Il Circolo board members, participated in the National Italian American Bar Foundation Conference 2019 in Naples. They visited the oldest law library in Europe, Libreria De Marsico,  
then the Naples court where they were welcomed by the President of the Bar Association. At night they attended a dinner at Circolo dei Canottieri, one of the finest restaurants in Naples, where they connected with the local legal community.
Paul Finizio, Chris Salamone and Antonella Brancaccio, three Il Circolo board members, participated in the National Italian American Bar Foundation Conference 2019 in Naples. They visited the oldest law library in Europe, Libreria De Marsico,  
then the Naples court where they were welcomed by the President of the Bar Association. At night they attended a dinner at Circolo dei Canottieri, one of the finest restaurants in Naples, where they connected with the local legal community.



Attorney Antonietta Brancaccio Balzano was recently confirmed by General Counsel 
Cristiano Musillo as Correspondent for the Consulate in Miami. In this position, she will be 
the voice for thousands of Italians, assisting them in all bureaucratic aspects, and facilitating 
communication with the Consulate. For years Antonella has dedicated her time to the 
Italian community by serving on the board of Il Circolo and by being a member of NIABA 
(National Italian American Bar Association). Antonella says, “I feel it is my duty to help, I am 
a proud Italian and I want to reinvigorate our values and culture”.

As the sole professor of Italian language and culture at FAU in 
1991, Myriam founded the Italian program with initial funding 
by Il Circolo. Since then and with the help of two specially 
chosen Italian professors, it has successfully blossomed into a 
full bachelor’s degree program which offers a six-week study 
abroad in Venice. Every year at least 300 students take Italian 
courses at FAU and, over time, about 250 students have 
travelled to Venice, Italy. Myriam served as the Chair of the 
department of Languages, Linguistics, and Comparative 
Literature for some years and now, as a Full Professor, continues 
to provide hundreds of students with unique classes on all 
things Italian.

“My Italian Secret”, a documentary narrated by Isabella 
Rossellini, was recently introduced to us by Vincent 
Marmorale, a notable Holocaust scholar. This film tells the 
much unsung saga of brave Italians who rescued Jews 
and other refugees fleeing the Nazis in World War II. We 
are pleased to announce a showing of this film is planned 
as a February calendar event.  All are invited.
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NOTABLE ITALIANS

Dr. Myriam Ruthenberg 

Paul Finizio, Chris Salamone and Antonella Brancaccio, three Il Circolo board members, participated in the National Italian American Bar Foundation Conference 2019 in Naples. They visited the oldest law library in Europe, Libreria De Marsico,  
then the Naples court where they were welcomed by the President of the Bar Association. At night they attended a dinner at Circolo dei Canottieri, one of the finest restaurants in Naples, where they connected with the local legal community.
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      44TH ANNIVERSARY GALA

Sponsorships:

Gold $15,000: Includes 2 scholarships awarded in 
your name, 15 seats (1 table of 10, plus 5 additional 
seats). Full inside page or back cover of gala 
program, all signage and brand visibility throughout 
promotion of gala and on our website for one year.

Silver $10,000: Includes 1 scholarship awarded in 
your name, 10 seats (1 table), full page in gala 
program, all signage and brand visibility throughout 
promotion of gala and on our website for one year.

Bronze $5,500: Includes 10 seats and full page in 
gala program, all signage and brand visibility 
throughout promotion of gala and our website for 
one year.

Event Journal ads to be distributed night of gala:   
Full page $1,200, half page $750, quarter page 
$400, business card $200.

Sunday | March 8, 2020  | The Breakers | Palm Beach

5:30 pm Tuscan Antipasto
7:00 pm   Dinner | Dancing | Gino De Marco Orchestra

Ticket: Member $375  |  Non-member $425
Table:  $5,500 (10 seats and journal ad)
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This year’s anniversary gala will be celebrated on March 8, coincident with 
International Women’s Day, a long-held global holiday celebrating women with a 
mission to “Think Equal, Build Smart, Innovate for Change”.

Il Circolo did not have to look far for honorees for this event. Two outstanding women 
are part of our familgia! 

And so, we are delighted and proud to announce the theme of this year’s gala is 
“Celebrazione delle Donne” and our honorees are our own much-loved members, 
Sally Valenti and Barbara Salani, both of whom have made significant contributions to 
society and to the promotion of education, arts, philanthropy and the perseverance of 
Italian culture.

We hope you will join us at the beautiful Breakers to honor these two exceptional 
women in our Celebrazione delle Donne.

Salvatrice “Sally” Vitale
philanthropist, educator, EVP of Il Circolo

Barbara Salani
world-renowned pianist, teacher, author

44TH ANNIVERSARY GALA HONOREES
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2020 
Program Chairperson 
ROSE DE ANGELIS 

561-278-6220

2020 Event Chairperson(s)

Jan. 12 
2:00 pm

Italian Bred - Live Comedy Performance  
Boca Black Box, Boca Raton Rose DeAngelis | 561-278-6220

Jan. 26 
1:30 pm

Regional Luncheon - Naples 
Cafe Sapori, West Palm Beach 

Rose DeAngelis | 561-278-6220 
Regina Peters | 954-254-3598

Feb. 8 
1:00 pm

Young Artists of Palm Beach Opera 
Palm Beach Atlantic University, West Palm Beach Sally Valenti | 561-596-6730

Feb. 23 
1:00 pm

Documentary: “My Italian Secret” 
Advent Church, Lantana Sally Valenti | 561-596-6730

Mar. 8 
5:30 pm

44th Anniversary GALA 
The Breakers, Palm Beach

Antonella Brancaccio | 772-342-6328 
Chris Salamone | 973-228-7599

Mar. 22 
2:00 pm

Italian Movie: to be announced  
Advent Church, Lantana Dr. Myriam Ruthenberg | 561-833-0944

Apr. 3-4 
TBA

Italian Festival on the Beach    
Deerfield Beach Marco Capoccia | 614-207-1002

Apr 26 
1:00 pm

Alla Prossima 
Aglio e Olio, Boynton Beach Claire Giannamore | 401-255-8585

Note: Events are subject to change. You will be notified when registration opens for each event via email blast, flyers, and the website. 


