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Il Circolo, the Publishing Committee and 
the La Circolettera editorial staff disclaim 
any and all responsibility and liability with 
respect to any claim arising out of use of 
any material provided herein.

Articles, letters, views and any other item 
published by La Circolettera represent 
solely the opinions of their writers and 
do not in any way reflect the opinions or 
positions of Il Circolo Inc.

Il Circolo is an independent, not-for-
profit, non-sectarian organization, legally 
incorporated in the State of Florida. 
Contributions are tax-deductible to the 
extent provided by law.

Il Circolo, the Italian Cultural Society of Florida, is a 501(c)(3)  
nonprofit and was created in 1976 with the mission to 
preserve and promote Italian Culture in South Florida 
through educational outreach and special events. To fulfill 
this mission, the organization each year produces a robust 
schedule of special events that focus on Italian art, music, 
culture and Italian food and wine.  In addition, Il Circolo gives 
support to college students to study in Italy and provides 
funding to local school organizations that promote Italian 
culture, including Florida Atlantic University, Palm Beach 
Opera, Palm Beach Atlantic University, St. Paul Academy  
and St. Andrew’s School.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

FAMIGLIA,
Our president is traveling in Spain, California and 
who knows where?  However, his message has 
always been to applaud the past events, praise 
the present members for their support and to 
encourage new members to join our fun-filled, 
educational, informative organization and 
become part of our “famiglia.”  

In this endeavor, he and the rest of the Board of 
Directors voted to give free membership for the 
first year to NEW applicants.  They only need to 
ask for a membership form from our Chairperson, 
Claire Giannamore, or join online.  Once 
accepted, they will be included in the 
membership list for one year.  After that time, 
renewal will be at the designated fee.  Surely, 
exposure to Il Circolo’s enlightening programs of 
Italian Culture will warrant continued 
membership.

It’s only through the expansion of our 
membership base and a dedicated effort to 
reduce costs that we can continue our excellent 
event programs and philanthropic support to the 
community.

Here’s how current members can help:

• Make sure we have your current and correct 
phone number, postal and e-mail addresses.

• Opt in for digital communication for quicker 
info and to save Il Circolo costs of printing, 
postage and returned mail.

• Renew your membership on a timely basis.

• Bring in new members. 

Membership Opportunities

Life Member: $1000

Family: $100

Individual: $75

New Member: first year free

Grazie e  felice estate!

– Paul Finizio

Encourage 
new members 
to join our 
fun-filled, 
educational, 
informative 
organization 
and become 
part of our 
“famiglia.”

Paul Finizio, President



3

Marco Capoccia, board member and Il Circolo’s 
event chairperson, has only been in the U.S. 
since the year 2000. However, in that short time, 
he built a couple of successful businesses, first 
in Ohio and now in Florida, all while maintaining 
an active dedication to keeping his Italian 
heritage alive and thriving in his new home.

In Ohio, he created a construction and concrete 
company that he sold when he moved to Florida 
in 2013 where he began a successful real estate 
business and is now known as “The Italian 
Realtor”. Marco appeared on episodes of ABC’s 
Extreme Makeover and HGTV’s House Hunters. 

He’s also a talented musician who performs with 
the EuroRhythms group and was the founder of 
the first Italian Festival in Boca Raton that took 
place earlier this year.

Not enough? Well, we’re delighted to share 
that Marco was recently invited to the Italian 
Embassy in Washington, D.C. where he met 
with other Italian realtors to discuss the current 
state and future of real estate between Italy and 
the U.S. He was also welcomed at the NIAF 
headquarters. 

Marco was born and raised in Alvito, a small 
town east of Rome, where he was involved in 
the family bakery before moving to Columbus in 
2000. He currently lives in Boca Raton with his 
wife, Maria, and their two beautiful daughters 
Nina (9) and Lisa (6).

Member Spotlight

MARCO CAPOCCIA
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CALABRIA IN BOCA RATON

Nearly 100 members and friends of Il Circolo gathered at Vincenzo 
and Rosaria Gismondi’s charming Italian villa-inspired Arturo’s 
Ristorante in Boca Raton for the final event of the 2015-2016 season.

Event co-chairwomen, Debi Rodi and Sally Valenti, worked with the 
Gismondis to create a delightful regional foods menu paired with 
Italian wines.  The appetizer presented was Polipo alla Griglia con 
Pitta, a cold seafood salad punctuated with the red peppers that often 
symbolize the region.  

This was followed by the second course of Maccheroni al Ferro con 
Melanzane e Caciocavallo, hand-rolled pasta with eggplant and regional 
cheese.  At this point, Vincenzo called the chef from the kitchen and, 
holding up his hands, informed the guests that he now had calluses from 
spending days of rolling and shaping the delectable handmade pasta.  
The round of applause he got from the diners assured him his labor of 
love was not in vain and very much appreciated.  

After the pasta course, an entrée of Branzino alla Calabrese was 
served alongside fresh vegetables.  Lunch ended with each guest 
receiving a plate of Calabrian sweets.

Debi Rodi said, “The Gismondis did a beautiful job hosting 
our organization and what a memorable way to close our most 
successful Il Circolo season to-date. We can’t wait to begin again 
after our summer break and plans are already in process for another 
magnificent season of family, friends and la cultura Italiana.   
Buon Estate and we will see you all in the fall!” 
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ITALIAN CINEMA 

Photos (l-r): Dr. Jose Figueroa 
and Lorana Campanaro; 
October Heritage Golf 
Tournament benefitting Il 
Circolo and UNICO; Dr. 
Monica Uhlhorn (former 
Superintendent of Schools 
PBC), Dr. Robert Avossa, new 
Superintendent of Schools 
PBC and Sally Valenti; Paul 
Finizio and Gloria Marina 
Bellelli, Italian Counsel, with 
Honor Guard at Re-dedication 
of Columbus Statue, Port 
Everglades and on the cover: 
John Viola, PR NIAF; Sally 
Valenti and Paul Finizio at 
Italian Heritage Festival in 
Hollywood.

Il Circolo members and their guests attended a 
screening and discussion of the 1993 Italian film 
classic, Fiorile, at Palm Beach Atlantic University. 
Prof. Myriam Ruthenberg of Florida Atlantic 
University introduced and subsequently discussed 
the film with an excited, informed, and inquisitive 
audience that nearly forgot that coffee and sweets 
were waiting outside.  

Fiorile, by Paolo and Vittorio Taviani, takes the 
viewer on an historic ride through the centuries 
beginning with the Napoleonic era and through 
the space of an always stunning Tuscan countryside 
as the modern-day Benedettis and their two 
children travel from Paris to visit the children’s 
grandfather in a Tuscan village. Thus, begins the 
unraveling of the family’s dark and mystery-filled 
past that spans generations.

We hope this first film screening becomes an 
annual program event, per audience suggestion! 
– Prof. Myriam Ruthenberg

      
The Italian Program of Florida Atlantic University 
hosted the third New Italian Cinema Series in 
Memory of Pat Valenti, thanks to the sponsorship 
of Il Circolo. Italian actor Giuseppe Battiston, 
winner of several David di Donatello and Nastro 
d’Argento prizes, met the audience over two 
beautiful evenings. 

The first night there was a screening of “Zoran, mio 
nipote scemo” by Matteo Oleotto, in which 
Battiston’s performance was intense. The second 
night Battiston spoke to the audience about the 
situation of Italian theater today and his work not 
only as an actor, but also as an author. It was very 
instructive to hear such an accomplished artist 
speak of the way artworks reflect on cultural issues 
and may influence social change. 

Thanks to Sally Valenti and Il Circolo for supporting 
such important events! 
– Ilaria Serra, PhD
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Il Circolo is almost entirely a volunteer-driven 
organization -- and that’s remarkable given all that 
we’ve accomplished and continue to accomplish.  For 
this reason, one of our cherished annual traditions 
is to end our season with an appreciation luncheon 
that honors the service provided throughout the prior 
year by our board, volunteers and friends.

This year’s luncheon was held in early May at La Sirena 
in West Palm Beach, owned by Marcello Fiorentino 
whose father was one of our founding members. 

Our special guests included Mayor Gail Coniglio of 
Palm Beach who spoke about the link that Il Circolo 
has to the history of the town and presented 
President Paul Finizio with a proclamation that 
declared March 6, 2016 – the date our 40th 
Anniversary Gala was held – as “Il Circolo Day.”

We were also joined by Laurel Baker, Executive 
Director of the Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce 
and Herbert Opici, founder of Opici Wines, who 
recently celebrated his 100th birthday, which 
prompted Mr. Finizio to remind guests during the 
toast not to say “Cent’anni!”  but to say “dui cent’ 
anni.” Also in attendance was Mr. John Profaci, the 
founder of Colavita.

President Paul Finizio and Sally Valenti, Executive 
Vice President, thanked everyone present for their 
service, commitment and passion for our shared 
Italian heritage.



 
Palm Beach Opera Director, Daniel Biaggi, accepts 
Il Circolo’s $5000 donation which was matched, 
making it $10,000.  “Il Circolo’s contribution  put us 
over the top,” he said. 

The Italian Consul, Gloria Bellelli, invited Il Circolo 
to the annual celebration of Italian Unification Day 
at the Coral Gables Country Club. In her greeting 
message, Senator Maria Sachs praised Il Circolo 
as a model organization dedicated to promoting 
and preserving the Italian heritage. Our own 
Jenifer Vogt Mangione, Debi Rodi and Sally 
Valenti enjoyed the festivities along with hundreds 
of guests from all over South Florida.

Claire Giannamore was awarded an honorary 
Doctor of Humanities degree from Rhode Island 
College and served as the commencement speaker 
at their advanced degree ceremony. Claire is a 
supporter and former board member of the RIC 
Foundation, a previous winner of the RIC Alumna 
of the Year award, and has been a past board 
member and active fundraiser for the Shinn Study 
Abroad Program, which provides RIC students with 
immersive cultural experiences in other countries. 

 
Sally Valenti led the 
procession at this year’s 
graduation ceremony at 
Teachers College, 
Columbia University, 
held in the majestic Saint 
John the Devine Church, 
NYC.  She was invited to 
participate as one who 
earned a Master’s 
Degree 50 years or more 
ago.  She definitely 
qualified as she recived 
her degree 66 years ago 
– and plans to be there 
again next year!

Jenifer Mangione Vogt 
received a certification 
in Roman Architecture 
from Yale University. 
This complements her 
BA in Art History with 
a focus on Italian art 
and accomplishments 
as an art writer who 
has had over 100 
articles published 
locally and nationally. 
She uses this knowledge 
to service art and culture 
clients through her 
marketing firm, JMV 
Media Group.

BEHIND THE SCENES AT PBS
Our local stations, WXEL-WPBT2, recently merged and held a ‘behind the 
scenes’ look and lunch for donors and friends of public television. Sally Valenti 
and Joan Nova represented Il Circolo at this event, with Laurel Sauer, a 
longtime news anchor in South Florida, as tour leader.  

It was fascinating to learn the breadth of programming the new South Florida 
Public Television is planning.  Its educational Kidvision (pre-K), its popular Great 
Performances, Masterpiece and Changing Seas programs are just a few. It was 
even more exciting to hear their plans for the future programming which 
includes more community involvement in the form of investigative reports, 
coverage of local arts in Art Loft, and exploration of various local 
neighborhoods under the banner “Around the Corner.”

SFPBS depends on donations from viewers.  Consider being one of them.
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NEW & NEWSWORTHY 

A man with a long life … a business with a long history. 
Hubert Opici, a family man, a hard-worker and a name 
known to many just celebrated his 100th birthday.  

Opici Wines has been a family-run business for four 
generations. Hubert’s parents began by importing 
wine made by their former neighbors in Italy to a small 
community near their then New Jersey home in 1913. 
After a short break forced by Prohibition, they restarted 
the business in 1934 when the Act was repealed.

Today, they are an importer and producer of wine, 
spirits and craft beers with a portfolio of over 50 brands 
from around the globe.

We salute the family’s endeavors and their contribution 
to our Italian culture – and, to our friend, Hubert Opici, 
we say tanti auguri!



PRELIMINARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
2016-17 SEASON

Program Chairperson 
MARCO CAPOCCIA 

614-207-1002

2016 Event Chairperson(s)

Aug 14 Ferragosto
Gino’s Market, Hollywood Jenifer Mangione Vogt

Oct 9 Italian Heritage Month Celebration
Palermo’s Bakery, Boynton Beach Sally Valenti

Oct 23 Welcome Back Luncheon
Benvenuto’s, Boynton Beach Suzanne & Emilio Petti

Nov 13 Musical Event/Concert
Palm Beach Atlantic University Gregory Albani & Marco Salani

Nov 17 Italian Open Golf Tournament
Palm Beach Golf Course Debi Rodi

Dec 18 ‘Natale in Famiglia’ (Christmas Luncheon)
Boca West Country Club

Loretta Jungreis & Vince Gioeni
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Jan 8 Italian Culture Today
Whitespace Gallery, West Palm Beach

Jenifer Mangione Vogt &
Ilaria Serra

Jan 29 Osteria Sapori, Deerfield Beach Rose De Angelis & Virginia Peters

Feb 26 Carnevale      
TBA Sally Valenti & Joan Nova

Mar ? 41st Anniversary GALA 
The Breakers, Palm Beach Robert Silvani

Mar 25 Pane e Vino (Italian Picnic) & Bocce  
Arturo’s, Boca Raton Marco Capoccia & Jim Nicholas

Apr 9 Italian Cinema 
Palm Beach Atlantic University Dr. Myriam Ruthenberg

Apr 23 Season Closing Luncheon    
Ristorante Paradiso, Lake Worth Tony Philipps

Note: Dates or venues may change. Full details with time and price for each event will be sent to all members.


